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Abstract

Radioactive iodine (RAI)-induced thyrocyte destruction may lead to uncontrolled inflammation. This study was designed to

evaluate the prophylactic and therapeutic immunomodulatory effects of omega-3 fatty acids in patients with differentiated

thyroid cancer scheduled for RAI ablation. A total of 85 patients were divided into two groups based on radioiodine dosage

after thyroidectomy: high-dose with 150 mCi and intermediate-dose with 100 mCi. Then patients in each group were randomly

divided into three subgroups: G1 with RAI ablation only, G2 treated with omega-3 for 30 days before RAI ablation, and

G3 treated with omega-3 for 30 days after RAI ablation. Serum cytokine levels were determined with the cytometric bead

assay at different time points. Within-group comparisons showed transient elevation of IL-13 after pretreatment with omega-

3, significant reductions in Th1+Th17/Th2+Th22 ratio after high-dose RAI ablation, and decreased Th1+Th17/Th2+Th22

and Th1+Th17/Th2+Th9+Th22 ratios after intermediate-dose RAI ablation in G2. Between-group comparisons showed that

IL-10 level in G3 was significantly higher than in G1 1 week after high-dose RAI ablation, whereas Th1+Th17/Th2+Th22

and Th1+Th17/Th2+Th9+Th22 ratios were significantly lower in G3 than G2 1 month after intermediate-dose RAI ablation.

However, cytokine changes 1 week and 1 month after RAI ablation when adjusted for baseline values showed no differences among

groups. Despite observing within-group changes in some cytokines, we found no real changes attributable to a prophylactic or

therapeutic anti-inflammatory effect of omega-3. Because of the specific effect of radioactive iodine on thyroid cells, extensive

systemic inflammation may not be induced after RAI ablation.

Abstract

Radioactive iodine (RAI)-induced thyrocyte destruction may lead to uncontrolled inflammation. This study
was designed to evaluate the prophylactic and therapeutic immunomodulatory effects of omega-3 fatty acids
in patients with differentiated thyroid cancer scheduled for RAI ablation. A total of 85 patients were divided
into two groups based on radioiodine dosage after thyroidectomy: high-dose with 150 mCi and intermediate-
dose with 100 mCi. Then patients in each group were randomly divided into three subgroups: G1 with
RAI ablation only, G2 treated with omega-3 for 30 days before RAI ablation, and G3 treated with omega-3
for 30 days after RAI ablation. Serum cytokine levels were determined with the cytometric bead assay at
different time points. Within-group comparisons showed transient elevation of IL-13 after pretreatment with
omega-3, significant reductions in Th1+Th17/Th2+Th22 ratio after high-dose RAI ablation, and decreased
Th1+Th17/Th2+Th22 and Th1+Th17/Th2+Th9+Th22 ratios after intermediate-dose RAI ablation in G2.
Between-group comparisons showed that IL-10 level in G3 was significantly higher than in G1 1 week after
high-dose RAI ablation, whereas Th1+Th17/Th2+Th22 and Th1+Th17/Th2+Th9+Th22 ratios were sig-
nificantly lower in G3 than G2 1 month after intermediate-dose RAI ablation. However, cytokine changes 1
week and 1 month after RAI ablation when adjusted for baseline values showed no differences among groups.
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. Despite observing within-group changes in some cytokines, we found no real changes attributable to a pro-
phylactic or therapeutic anti-inflammatory effect of omega-3. Because of the specific effect of radioactive
iodine on thyroid cells, extensive systemic inflammation may not be induced after RAI ablation.

Keywords: differentiated thyroid cancer, radioiodine ablation, omega-3 fatty acids, cytokines

Introduction

Thyroid cancer is the most prevalent endocrine malignancy, with an annual incidence of 4.6 per 100,000 and
a female-to-male ratio of 3:1 in the USA [1]. Based on the Iran Cancer Data System Registry, the average
annual incidence rate of thyroid cancer was reported to be 2.2 per 100,000 between 2004 and 2010 [2]. Thyroid
cancers are classified into differentiated (including papillary and follicular) and undifferentiated (anaplastic
and medullary) carcinoma. Differentiated thyroid carcinoma (DTC) accounts for about 90% of all thyroid
cancers [3, 4]. Total or near-total thyroidectomy with lymph node dissection is the main treatment for DTC.
Depending on the tumor stage and other criteria that can indicate high risk of recurrence or disease-related
mortality, subsequent radioactive iodine (131I, RAI) ablation may also be recommended [5]. Like normal
thyroid cells, DTC cells have the ability to accumulate iodine – a property that makes it possible to use
radioiodine to ablate cancer remnants or treat metastatic lesions. Although RAI ablation is highly effective
in the treatment of thyroid cancer, it is relatively toxic and has potential side effects [6].

Cytokines are bioactive molecules which are mainly produced by immune cells, especially helper T (Th)
cells; however, tumor cells are also among the various sources of cytokine secretion [7]. Cytokines play a
crucial role in the regulation of immune responses, and cytokine imbalances have been related with different
diseases [8]. Changes in cytokines have been reported in patients with different types of cancers in previous
studies [9, 10], but the data are limited regarding cytokine alterations in thyroid cancer, and particularly
after RAI ablation in patients with DTC [11-13].

Radioiodine-induced thyrocyte destruction and the release of large amounts of dangerous molecules such
as those in damage-associated molecular patterns, in addition to self-antigens, may lead to uncontrolled
inflammation and autoimmune thyroid diseases. Although the induction of specific immune responses against
malignant cells may favor cancer inhibition, increased inflammation can contribute to cancer progression [14,
15]. Therefore, modulating excess inflammation in this condition may prevent possible side effects.

Vitamins and dietary supplements have been studied as potential radioprotectors [16]. Vitamins C and E are
known antioxidants and free radical scavengers [17], and their radioprotective effects have been investigated
previously [18]. Omega-3 fatty acids are essential for health and should be provided in the diet. There is some
evidence to support an anti-inflammatory effect of omega-3 and its benefits against inflammatory diseases
[19], autoimmune diseases [20], asthma [21], and cancers [22, 23]. In light of the increasing incidence of DTC
and need for RAI ablation in the management of most patients, which in turn can lead to the dysregulation
of immune responses, and considering the role of omega-3 fatty acids in immune regulation, this study was
designed to investigate the possible prophylactic and therapeutic immunomodulatory effects of omega-3 in
patients with DTC scheduled for RAI ablation.

Materials and methods

2.1. Patient selection

After approval of the study protocol by our University Ethics Committee (approval number:
IR.SUMS.MED.REC.1396.76) in compliance with the ethical principles for medical research involving human
subjects based on the Declaration of Helsinki, 90 patients with DTC were included in this cross-sectional
study from January 2018 to July 2020. All patients had total or near-total thyroidectomy and were referred
to the Nuclear Medicine Department at Namazi Hospital affiliated with Shiraz University of Medical Sciences
for postsurgical RAI ablation.

After the participants had provided their written informed consent, demographic data including age, sex,
family history of thyroid diseases or any syndrome associated with DTC, smoking status, and regular ex-
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. ercising (which may affect cytokine profiles) [24] were recorded. Because of the direct effect of depression
on cytokine levels [25], depression was also evaluated in each patient with the Persian-language version of
the Beck Depression Inventory [26]. Clinical data for each patient were also extracted from their medical
records.

The patients were divided into two groups based on radioiodine dosage: high dose with 150 mCi (5.55 GBq)
or intermediate dose with 100 mCi (3.7 GBq). Then patients in each group were randomly divided into three
subgroups: G1 with RAI ablation only, G2 treated with omega-3 for 30 days before RAI ablation, and G3
treated with omega-3 for 30 days after RAI ablation.

The individual dosages were determined by a nuclear medicine specialist based on the histological grade
of each patient’s tumor according to the American Thyroid Association Management Guidelines for Adult
Patients with DTC [5]. They were scheduled to receive RAI 4 to 6 weeks after surgery after a 10-day
low-iodine diet.

Patients who received radioiodine at doses higher than 150 mCi, who had been admitted previously for RAI
therapy before the study, who had taken omega-3 or other supplements before the study, who had undergone
a second thyroid surgery, or who had concurrent chronic inflammatory disease, autoimmune disease or other
cancers, were excluded from the study.

2.2 Sample collection

The patients in G2 were scheduled to take a soft-gel fish oil capsule of omega-3 fatty acids (Best Formulations
Inc., Los Angeles, CA, USA) containing 180 mg eicosapentaenoic acid (EPA) and 120 mg docosahexaenoic
acid (DHA) daily for 30 consecutive days before RAI ablation, and those in G3 took the same capsule daily
for 30 consecutive days after RAI ablation.

In G2, the first blood sample was collected 1 month before RAI ablation. Then patients started to take
omega-3 for 30 days and a second blood sample was collected immediately before RAI ablation. The third
and fourth blood samples were collected 1 week and 1 month after RAI ablation, respectively. In G1 and
G3, blood samples were collected immediately before RAI ablation as well as 1 week and 1 month after RAI
ablation. Serum was isolated from each blood sample and stored at -20 °C until cytokine assays, which were
done in the same assay batch for all collected samples.

Cytokine assay

The levels of 13 cytokines belonging to the Th1 (IL-2, TNF-α and IFN-γ), Th2 (IL-4, IL-5, IL-6, IL-10
and IL-13), Th17 (IL-17A, IL-17F and IL-21), Th9 (IL-9) and Th22 (IL-22) families were measured with a
commercial multiplex cytometric bead assay kit (BioLegend, San Diego, CA, USA) according to the manu-
facturer’s directions. Briefly, after the desired cytokines in serum samples or standards were captured with
a mixture of fluorescein isothiocyanate (FITC)-labeled antibody-coated beads, differentiated by size and
fluorescence intensity, a mixture of biotin-conjugated antibodies against each target cytokine and phycoery-
thrin (PE)-labeled streptavidin were added in succession. The results were visualized with a FACSCalibur
flow cytometer (eBioscience, San Diego, CA, USA) and the data were analyzed with FlowCytomix Pro-3.0
software (BioLegend). The minimum detectable concentration of each cytokine in serum with this kit was
reported to be 0.9 pg/mL for IL-10, 0.9 pg/mL for TNF-α, 1.1 pg/mL for IL-4, IL-6 and IL-13, 1.2 pg/mL
for IL-9, 1.3 pg/mL for IL-2, IL-5 and IL-17F, 1.4 pg/mL for IFN-γ, 1.8 pg/mL for IL-17A, 2.2 pg/mL for
IL-22, and 2.3 pg/mL for IL-21.

Statistical analysis

Cytokine levels were reported as the mean ± standard error of the mean. Normal distribution of the data
was evaluated with the Shapiro–Wilk test, and because the data did not show a normal distribution, nonpa-
rametric statistical tests were used. In each high-dose or intermediate-dose RAI ablation group, correlations
between cytokine levels before any intervention with age, depression score, tumor size and thyroglobulin
serum level were calculated with Spearman’s rank test, and correlations with sex, smoking status, exercise

3



P
os

te
d

on
A

u
th

or
ea

13
O

ct
20

20
—

T
h
e

co
p
y
ri

gh
t

h
ol

d
er

is
th

e
au

th
or

/f
u
n
d
er

.
A

ll
ri

gh
ts

re
se

rv
ed

.
N

o
re

u
se

w
it

h
ou

t
p

er
m

is
si

on
.

—
h
tt

p
s:

//
d
oi

.o
rg

/1
0.

22
54

1/
au

.1
60

26
24

38
.8

08
07

25
0/

v
1

—
T

h
is

a
p
re

p
ri

n
t

an
d

h
a
s

n
o
t

b
ee

n
p

ee
r

re
v
ie

w
ed

.
D

a
ta

m
ay

b
e

p
re

li
m

in
a
ry

. habits, family history of thyroid diseases, and lymph node involvement were calculated with the Mann–
Whitney U test. The distribution of demographic and clinicopathological characteristics in subgroups G1,
G2 and G3 in the high-dose or intermediate-dose RAI ablation groups was examined separately with the
chi-squared or Kruskal–Wallis test. The Wilcoxon test was used to calculate differences in cytokine levels
between each pair of related samples in each subgroup at different time points. The Kruskal–Wallis test was
used to compare cytokine levels among G1, G2 and G3 1 week and 1 month after RAI ablation with 100
mCi or 150 mCi. This test was also used to compare cytokine changes in G1, G2 and G3 in each of the
high-dose or intermediate-dose RAI ablation groups with adjustment to their baseline values. All statistical
analyses were done with SPSS v. 22 software, and a two-tailed P value ¡0.05 was considered statistically
significant. Bonferroni correction was used for multiple comparison tests. GraphPad PRISM 6 was used to
create graphical displays.

Results

A total of 90 patients with DTC were initially enrolled in the study. Five patients were excluded during the
study: 3 because of noncompliance with the treatment and 2 because of a missed appointment for blood
sampling. A total of 85 patients completed the study: 11 males and 74 females, with mean age 37.5±11.9
years (range 18–67 years). All patients were nonsmokers, and none of them reported exercising regularly.
None of them had a family history of thyroid cancer, and none had any other malignancies, active infections,
chronic inflammatory or autoimmune diseases.

The characteristics of patients in different subgroups are summarized in Table 1. Our results showed negative
associations of age with IL-2, IL-17A, IL-17F levels and with all cytokine ratios, and positive associations of
sex with IL-17F level, as well as between depression score and IL-9 and IL-21 level before any intervention
in patients scheduled for high-dose RAI ablation. We also found negative associations of depression score
with Th17/Th2 and Th1+Th17/Th2+Th22 ratios, and positive associations of tumor size with IL-9, IL-17A,
TNF-α levels and Th17/Th2 ratio before any intervention in patients scheduled for intermediate-dose RAI
ablation (Table S1).

The cytokine levels at different time points in patients with DTC who had RAI ablation with or without
omega-3 treatment are compared in Figure. 1. In G1 patients, IL-10 level was significantly increased
(P=0.01) 1 month compared to 1 week after high-dose RAI ablation, and IL-17F and IL-21 levels were
decreased (P=0.008 and P=0.041, respectively) 1 week after intermediate-dose RAI ablation compared to
the time point immediately before RAI ablation. There were no changes in Th subset cytokines or ratios
among the three time points in this group (Table S2).

In G2 patients (pretreated with omega-3), despite the absence of changes in the level of any of the cy-
tokines or Th subset cytokines, Th1+Th17/Th2+Th22 ratio was significantly decreased (P=0.029) 1 week
after high-dose RAI ablation compared to immediately before ablation. In G2 patients with intermediate-
dose RAI, IL-4 was significantly reduced (P=0.001) 1 month after ablation compared to the time point
immediately before ablation. IL-13 showed a significant but transient increase (P=0.042) after pretreat-
ment with omega-3 but returned to the baseline level after 1 month, whereas Th1+Th17/Th2+Th22 and
Th1+Th17/Th2+Th9+Th22 ratios were significantly decreased (P=0.042 for each) 1 week after RAI abla-
tion compared to immediately before ablation (Table S3).

In G3 patients who received high-dose RAI and post-treatment with omega-3, IL-6 (P=0.033), IL-13
(P=0.032) and Th2 cytokines (P=0.027) were significantly increased 1 week after treatment. The significant
increase in Th2 was maintained for up to 1 month after treatment (P=0.027); however, IL-4 level decreased
significantly (P=0.042) at 1 month compared to 1 week after the intervention. Post-treatment with omega-3
in patients who received intermediate-dose RAI showed no remarkable changes in any of the cytokines tested,
or in Th subset cytokines or ratios (Table S4).

Between-group comparisons of cytokine levels are summarized in Figure 2. As shown, IL-10 levels in
G2 and G3 were higher than G1 1 week after high-dose RAI ablation, although only the difference be-
tween G3 and G1 was significant (P=0.013). Notable decreases in Th1+Th17/Th2+Th22 (P=0.007) and
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. Th1+Th17/Th2+Th9+Th22 ratios (P=0.01) were seen in G3 compared to G2 1 month after intermediate-
dose RAI ablation, although these ratios were similar in G1 and G2.

In G3, baseline IL-4 level was significantly lower than in G1 and G2 before high-dose RAI ablation (P=0.0007
and P=0.0096, respectively), even in comparison to G2 before any intervention (P=0.0007 and P=0.0133,
respectively). Baseline Th2 level in G3 was lower than in G2 (but similar to the level in G1) before high-dose
RAI ablation (P=0.0096). In G3, the baseline Th17/Th2 ratio was also significantly lower than in G2 before
intermediate-dose RAI ablation (Table S5). Despite these differences, comparisons of the changes in cytokine
levels 1 week and 1 month after RAI ablation, when adjusted to their baseline values, showed no differences
among the three groups (Table S6).

Discussion

The increasing incidence of thyroid cancer requires serious attention to early diagnosis and better patient
management. The progression of cancers is affected by the cytokine network, and it is well established that
Th1 cytokines support antitumor immune responses whereas Th2 cytokines facilitate tumor progression due
to the downmodulation of cell-mediated immunity [27]. In addition, some findings show that inflammation is
a critical component in tumor progression; in this connection a strong link between DTC and inflammation
has been reported [28], and was attributed to inflammatory cytokines such as TNF, IL-1, IL-6 and IL-17F
produced not only by tumor-infiltrating leukocytes but also by tumor cells themselves [29].

Despite the direct or inverse correlations of some cytokines with age, sex, depression score or tumor size
(Supplementary Table 1), because our patients were almost uniformly distributed among G1, G2 and G3
in each of the two main groups scheduled for high-dose or intermediate-dose RAI ablation, none of the
demographic or clinicopathologic features seemed to have a confounding effect on cytokines (Table 1).

Therapeutic procedures including radiotherapy also affect cytokines, which in turn may affect immune re-
sponses against malignant cells [9, 30, 31]. Jones et. al. reported transient increases in IL-4, IL-6 and IL-10
after RAI therapy for Graves’ disease [30]. Ozata et al. also found a significant increase in IL-6 2 months
after RAI therapy in patients with DTC, in the absence of changes in TNF-α levels [11]. Georgakilas et al.
[32] and Yahyapour et al. [33] provided some evidence of radiation-induced inflammation. The results of the
present study disclosed increased levels of IL-10 1 month after high-dose RAI ablation. Although increased
IL-10 downmodulates immune responses against malignant cells, it may also prevent metastases by reducing
inflammation. Our results, however, are inconsistent with findings reported by Demir et al., who observed
some cellular evidence of increased systemic inflammation 2 months after RAI ablation with 100 or 150 mCi
in patients with DTC [34]. We also observed significant reductions in IL-17F and IL-21 levels 1 week after
intermediate-dose RAI ablation in our patients (G1: Fig. 1; Table S2). Although IL-17F and IL-21 are both
proinflammatory cytokines [35] produced mainly by Th17 cells, we found no significant decrease in overall
Th17-related cytokins – a result that can be explained by the nonsignificant increase in IL-17A. Decreased
IL-17F and IL-21 after RAI ablation may prevent tumor invasion by reducing inflammation. Our results are
consistent with Zhang et al., who reported an elevated frequency of Th17 cells in peripheral blood and their
related serum cytokines in patients with DTC compared to healthy controls, a significant decline in these
markers 2 week after 131I therapy, and a return to normal levels after 3 months [36]. It is worth noting that,
considering the complex interactions among cytokines within an extensive network, increased IL-10 alone or
decreased IL-17 and IL-21 without affecting overall cytokine balance may not result in any specific biological
effect [37]

There is evidence in support of the beneficial effects of omega-3 on recovery in patients who undergo
chemotherapy, radiotherapy, or both [38]. Selective cytotoxicity of omega-3 against cancer cells was re-
ported by D’Eliseo et al., who suggested prescribing omega-3 in combination with conventional anticancer
therapies [39]. To discover whether omega-3 had any beneficial prophylactic effect in patients treated with
RAI ablation, a subgroup of our patients with DTC was pretreated with omega-3 for 30 days. Although we
found no change in the level of any cytokines or Th subset cytokines, Th1+Th17/Th2+Th22 ratio was sig-
nificantly decreased 1 week after high-dose RAI ablation, which indicated an overall decline in inflammatory
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. cytokines or an enhancement of anti-inflammatory cytokines. Although our findings should be considered
preliminary, these changes may curtail high-grade tumor progression. In patients who were pretreated with
omega-3 and then received intermediate-dose RAI, IL-13 was clearly increased immediately after the course
of omega-3, whereas IL-4 was substantially decreased 1 month after RAI ablation. Despite the nonsignificant
increases in Th2, Th1+Th17/Th2+Th22 and Th1+Th17/Th2+Th9+Th22 ratios after omega-3 consump-
tion, these ratios were lower 1 week after RAI ablation (G2: Fig. 1; Table S3). This might be explained by
the decrease in the sum of minor changes in Th1- and/or Th17-related cytokines, or by the increase in the
sum of minor changes in Th9-, Th22- or Th2-related cytokines. Our results showed that omega-3 prophylaxis
in patients with DTC shifted the overall cytokine balance towards a temporary increase in cellular immunity
immediately before RAI ablation, which is critical for the effective removal of malignant cells, and then
redirection of the overall cytokine balance toward a reduction in inflammation 1 week after RAI ablation,
which was potentially helpful in preventing metastases in our patients with high-dose and intermediate-dose
RAI ablation.

To investigate the therapeutic effects of omega-3 in patients treated with RAI ablation, a group of patients
with DTC was post-treated with omega-3 for 30 days after ablation. Our results showed significant elevations
in IL-4, IL-6, IL-13 and consequently Th2 cytokine levels 1 week after high-dose RAI ablation. Despite
successive decreases in IL-4 and IL-13 levels after 1 month, Th2 elevation was maintained for up to 1 month,
which can be explained by the increasing trend in IL-6 at 1 month after treatment (G3: Fig. 1; Table S4),
even though Th2 elevation had no remarkable effect on cytokine ratios. Although Th2 activity prevents
Th1-mediated antitumor responses, IL-6, a Th2 cytokine which is also produced by other cells, is a pro-
inflammatory cytokine which can lead to extensive tumor expansion [40]. In contrast to our results based
on the increase in Th2 cytokines 1 week after RAI ablation with 150 mCi in combination with omega-
3, Simonovic et al. reported reduced Th2 cytokines in the supernatant of phytohemagglutinin-stimulated
peripheral blood cells of patients with DTC 1 week after treatment with 100 mCi RAI [12]. This inconsistancy
may be viewed as an effect of omega-3 in the present study. It may also be due to the difference in the doses
of RAI used in these two studies, or the explanation may lie in more complex interactions among various
factors in the present in vivostudy compared to the in vitro study by Simonvic et al. The elevation in IL-10
in G1 1 month after high-dose RAI ablation, which is assumed to be one of the beneficial effects of RAI, was
greater in G2 and G3, possibly owing to omega-3 consumption.

The transient reduction in IL-17F and IL-21 in G1 1 week after intermediate-dose RAI ablation can also be
considred a favorable effects of RAI, although both levels returned to baseline values after 1 month. However,
these two cytokines showed no significant chenges in G2 or in G3. Unlike G3, Th1+Th17/Th2+Th22 and
Th1+Th17/Th2+Th9+Th22 ratios were decreased in G2 (Fig. 2; Table S5).

Due to the difference in the baseline values of some cytokines before any intervention (Table S5), to further
compare cytokine behaviors among subgroups, between-group differences were analyzed with the baseline
value in each subgroup as a reference. We found no difference in any of the cytokines tested, or in Th subset
cytokines and ratios, among the three subgroups 1 week and 1 month after RAI ablation when cytokine
levels were adjusted to their baseline levels (Table S6).

Despite observing within-group changes in some cytokines, we did not find evidence from the changes across
groups that could indicate a prophylactic or therapeutic anti-inflammatory effect of omega-3. Due to the spe-
cific accumulation of radioactive iodine in thyroid cells, extensive systemic inflammation may not be induced
after RAI ablation. To investigate the immunomodulatory effect of omega-3 in reducing the side effects of
radiotherapy, other solid malignancies treated with non-targeted radiotherapy or hematologic malignancies
treated with total body irradiation should be investigated.

The main strengths of this study were the inclusion of a large number of patients with DTC who received
different doses of RAI, and the simultaneous evaluation of 13 cytokines belonging to the main Th subsets
with a precise quantitative method. One limitation of our study was the short-term follow-up; longer
follow-up periods are needed to evaluate the efficacy of omega-3 in strengthening the immune profile and
improving the prognosis in patients with cancer. All patients in the present study received the same dose of
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. omega-3 for a period of 30 days before or after RAI ablation. Long-term studies of omega-3 consumption
starting some time before radiotherapy and continuing after therapy, with different doses of omega-3 in
combination with omega-6 and omega-9 for different durations, may shed additional light on the potential
immune regulatory benefits of this dietary supplementation. Another potential limitation of our study was
the lack of a placebo-controlled group. Olive oil has been used as a placebo in similar studies, but because of
its potentially immunomodulatory effects, it may produce misleading results [41, 42]. To clarify points which
remain obscure, future analyses should focus on intracellular cytokine production by different T cell subsets
in peripheral blood, tumor-infiltrating T cells, tumor-draining lymph nodes, and tumor cells in patients with
DTC who receive a combination of RAI and omega-3.

Conclusion

Despite observing within-group changes in some cytokines, we found no real changes attributable to a pro-
phylactic or therapeutic anti-inflammatory effect of omega-3. Because of the specific effect of radioactive
iodine on thyroid cells, extensive systemic inflammation may not be induced after RAI ablation. To in-
vestigate the potential for immunomodulatory effects of omega-3 to reduce the side effects of radiotherapy,
other solid malignancies with non-targeted radiotherapy, or hematologic malignancies treated with total
body irradiation, should be investigated.
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Figure legends:

Fig. 1. Cytokine changes in patients with DTC at different time points after RAI ablation preceded or
followed by omega-3 fatty acid treatment. * indicates P<0.05, ** indicates P<0.01. Detailed information is
presented in Tables S2–S4.

Fig. 2 Between-group comparisons of cytokines in patients with DTC 1 week and 1 month after RAI
ablation: G1 with RAI ablation only, G2 treated with omega-3 fatty acids for 30 days before RAI ablation,
and G3 treated with omega-3 for 30 days after RAI ablation. * indicates P<0.05. Detailed information is
presented in Table S5.
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