
P
os
te
d
on

A
u
th
or
ea

22
M
ar

20
21

—
T
h
e
co
p
y
ri
gh

t
h
ol
d
er

is
th
e
au

th
or
/f
u
n
d
er
.
A
ll
ri
gh

ts
re
se
rv
ed
.
N
o
re
u
se

w
it
h
ou

t
p
er
m
is
si
on

.
—

h
tt
p
s:
//
d
oi
.o
rg
/1
0.
22
54
1/
au

.1
61
63
78
56
.6
78
94
71
9/
v
1
—

T
h
is

a
p
re
p
ri
n
t
an

d
h
a
s
n
o
t
b
ee
n
p
ee
r
re
v
ie
w
ed
.
D
a
ta

m
ay

b
e
p
re
li
m
in
a
ry
.

Massive subcutaneous emphysema in the upper leg

Alexandre Al-Awa1, Maurizio Tosi2, Steven Raeymaeckers1, and Johan de Mey1

1UZ Brussel
2Affiliation not available

March 22, 2021

Abstract

Subcutaneous emphysema of the extremities can be associated with necrotizing fasciitis, a surgical emergency. It can sometimes

also be caused by local spreading of air from a retroperitoneal bowel perforation. Other than this specific symptom, the diagnosis

of retroperitoneal perforation is usually impeded by lack of signs of peritoneal irritation.
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