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Abstract

The abstract should be fewer than 150 words and should not contain subheadings. It should provide a clear,
measured, and concise summary of the work. If the biological system (species names or broader taxonomic
groups if appropriate) is not mentioned in the title, it must be included in the abstract.

Introduction

We encourage a clear and concise style of writing. Various writing guides are available, including Preparing
a Manuscript for Submission to a Biomedical Journal (ICMJE) and The Elements of Style (New York:
bartleby.com, 1999).

Results

Discussion

Materials and Methods
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Any “personal communications” relating to unpublished data should be incorporated within the main text, in
the following format: (Author Initial(s) and Surname, personal communication, Month and Year). Authors
should have permission from anyone named in this way and should be aware that a supporting letter will
sometimes be requested.

Within the Materials and Methods and/or figure legends, we encourage authors to provide complete infor-
mation about their experiments, analyses, or data collection to ensure that readers can easily understand
what was measured and analysed, and can accurately perform the relevant protocols.

In cases where a new method within the submission would benefit from step-by-step protocols in addition
to the methods described in the article, we would encourage authors to also consider submitting a detailed
protocol to Bio-protocol.

On first mention, please provide details of any manufacturers in the following format: company name, city,
country (or state, if based in the United States).
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Example reference (Nicholson et al., 2015).
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