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A B S T R A C T 

Ulama & Islamic scholars are the most important figures for the entire Muslim society. In the Indian sub-
continent, their influence has transcended the socio-religious realm to include the political realm as well. 
This paper is an attempt to examine the role of Molana Ahmed Raza Khan Barelvi, his Students & other 
sunni scholars in the Sub Continent politics. It also seeks to build a trajectory of their future influence in 
Indian & Pakistani politics. There are four parts to the paper. The first part will examine the historical role 
of Molana Ahmed Raza Khan Barelvi in the Indian sub-continent. The second part will examine his 
political services during the period between 1857 to 1921.The third part will highlight the Sunni ulama to 
start seriously contesting for political power. Lastly, the paper will look at how the Sunni ulama were 
again to play an important role in post - partition India & Pakistani politics. 

 
 

Introduction 

Mawlana Ahmad Rida Khan was the grandson of Mawlana 
Rida Ali Khan (d. 1282/1866), the great theologian and warrior who 
fought along with General Bakht khan against English invaders in 
1250/1834. General Hudson announced a reward of Rs. 500.00 for the one 
who would behead him. An English historian writes that Rida Ali Khan 
did his best against English colonialism and supported the freedom 
fighters with horses and weapons. 

Being the grandson of such abrave freedom fighter, he could 
not remain aloof from the Freedom Movement. Although he did not take 
any active part in the armed struggles, yet he proved the legitimacy of the 
armed struggle of Mujahideen  with its prerequisites for its effectiveness 
and paved the way for freedom with his brilliant philosophical 
enlightenment based on the Holy Qur’an and Hadith. It may be 
understood better in comparison with his forbidding the Muslims from the 
untimely migration to Afghanistan which resulted in their empty handed 
return for suffering even more. It was his love of freedom that the 
personalities like Mawlana Faḍl-i-Haq (d. 1278/1861) and the Martyr poet 
Mawlana Kifayat Ali Kafi (d.1275/1858) had been one of his 
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