[bookmark: _Hlk536002328]Figure 2. The agonistic diagram, the new method proposed here to represent agonistic relationships within and between entities of a biological system. Here, examples of nectarivorous birds are shown: Australia (data taken from Mac Nally and Timewell 2005), and America (Ortiz-Pulido, unpublished data). In each case two agonistic diagrams are shown. The diagrams on the left (a and c) were built using the raw numbers of interactions, and the diagrams on the right (b and d) were built using standardized interactions (where within a diagram all the interactions sum to 1). Entities are shown as rectangles and agonistic interactions within and between entities as arrows joining one (intra-entity interactions) or two entities (inter-entity interactions). The losers are the entities the arrow head is pointing toward, and the number of agonistic interactions recorded at each different interaction are indicated (1) as a number near each line, and (2) by the thickness of the line joining the entities. Within each agonistic diagram, the common interactions between two entities are shown on the left and the reversed (between-entity) interactions and intraspecific interactions (circular arrows) are shown on the right. Each entity (rectangle) is labeled with the species common name and sex of each entity. The vertical order of the entities is determined using David’s score, with the highest scoring entity at the top and lowest scoring entity at the bottom (David 1987) (see Fig. 1b). 
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