	[bookmark: _GoBack]Table 1. PPE guidelines in the patient suspicious or positive for COVID.1

	
	CDC
	WHO

	
	Appropriate PPE
	Level of Evidence4
	Appropriate PPE
	Level of Evidence

	Head and neck examination
	Droplet precautions (surgical mask and eye protection)2

Plus gown, and gloves if anticipating body fluid contact (i.e. standard precautions).
	IB
	Droplet precautions (surgical mask and eye protection) 

Plus gown, and gloves if anticipating body fluid contact (i.e. standard precautions).
	NG

	Flexible laryngoscopy or nasal endoscopy without additional instrumentation (e.g. biopsy or suctioning)

	Droplet precautions, plus gown, and gloves if anticipating body fluid contact

If instrumenting (nebulized treatment, biopsy, or open suctioning) follow airborne precautions (fit-tested N95 or higher level respirator with eye protection).3
	IA/IC

IB



	Droplet precautions, plus gown, and gloves if anticipating body fluid contact

If instrumenting (nebulized treatment, biopsy, or open suctioning) follow airborne precautions (fit-tested N95 or higher level respirator with eye protection).3
	NG

	Non-mucosal in-office procedures (e.g. fine needle aspiration biopsy of neck mass)
	Droplet precautions

Plus gown, and gloves if anticipating body fluid contact (i.e. standard precautions)
	IB
	Droplet precautions

Plus gown, and gloves if anticipating body fluid contact (i.e. standard precautions)
	NG

	Aerosol generating procedures  
	Airborne precautions

Plus gown, and gloves in anticipation of body fluid contact (i.e. standard precautions)
	IB
	Airborne precautions 

Plus eye protection, gown, and gloves in anticipation of body fluid contact (i.e. standard precautions)
	NG 

	Non-mucosal procedure in OR
	Droplet precautions

Plus gown, and gloves if anticipating body fluid contact (i.e. standard precautions)
	IB
	Droplet precautions

Plus gown, and gloves if anticipating body fluid contact (i.e. standard precautions)
	NG



Notes: 

1 Providers should continue to exercise caution in treating patients categorized as COVID-negative, given variable test sensitivities and high suspected proportion of asymptomatic carriers. Providers should consider both COVID test results and pre-test suspicion for COVID when managing patients.

2 The CDC recommends droplet precautions for COVID patients who are coughing, sneezing, or talking. A nonsterile, disposable patient isolation gown and nonsterile disposable examination gloves are appropriate for suspected or confirmed COVID. Hand hygiene and proper washing of hands before and after patient contact are also universal standard precautions.

3 The WHO considers the following to be aerosol-generating procedures: endotracheal intubation, bronchoscopy, open suctioning, administration of nebulized treatment, manual ventilation before intubation, turning the patient to the prone position, disconnecting the patient from the ventilator, non-invasive positive-pressure ventilation, tracheostomy, and cardiopulmonary resuscitation.

4 Evidence levels contained herein were designated by the CDC. 

IA = Strongly recommended for implementation and strongly supported by well-designed experimental, clinical, or epidemiologic studies, IB =Strongly recommended for implementation and supported by some experimental, clinical, or epidemiologic studies and a strong theoretical rationale, IC = Required for implementation, as mandated by federal and/or state regulation or standard, NG = not graded. (https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/isolation/index.html)

