
Lab facilities  

available in situ? 
 

YES NO 

Extraction direct 

4 °C for few days 

available in short-time? 

Desiccation 
(Immediately or after a short 
time at room temperature) 

Short-time at ambient 
temperature 

No impact on 
community 
composition 

Remove rare MOTUs 
for a stronger dataset.  

No impact on 
community 
composition Long-term storage at 

room temperature 

If monitoring fungi, 
consider removing 
rare MOTUs for a 
stronger dataset. 

Moderate impact on 
community composition 

of certain taxa 

Remove rare MOTUs for a 
stronger dataset. 

YES NO 

Most faithful 
representation of 

reality  

Moderate impact on 
MOTUs richness of 

certain taxa 

Moderate impact on 
MOTUs richness 

Moderate impact on 
MOTUs richness 

If monitoring bacteria, 
this could still have  a 
moderate impact. 

If monitoring fungi, this 
could still have a moderate 
impact on MOTUs richness. 


