Table 1. The age and gender of the TP group and COME group
	
	Sex (M/F)
	Age (y, Mean±SD)

	TP group(n=20)
	9/11
	39.6±13.8

	COME group(n=37)
	19/18
	41.9±14.6


The sex ratio was tested using chi-square test. Age followed a normal distribution and was tested using independent sample t-test; no statistically significant difference was found between the two groups (P>0.05).
Table 2. The passive and active ET function of the TP and COME group
	Group
	Passive opening(+)
Active opening(+)
	Passive opening(+)
Active opening(-)
	Passive opening(-)
Active opening(+)
	Passive opening(-)
Active opening(-)

	TP group(n=21)
	18(85.7%)
	1(4.8%)
	2(9.5%)
	0(0)

	COME group(n=51)
	6(11.8%)
	7(13.7%)
	14(27.5%)
	24(47.1%)


Abbreviation: Passive opening(+): the ET could be opened passively; Passive opening(-): the ET could not be opened passively when the MEP reached 700dapa. Active opening(+): when MEP was inflated to 200dapa, the ET opened at least once in a sequence of 10 swallows; Active opening(-): when MEP was inflated to 200dapa, no ET active opening happened during at least 10 swallows. Statistically significant difference was demonstrated in the state of ET functions between the TP and COME group (tested by chi-square test, P<0.001).
Table 3. Comparison of the parameters of the TP and COME groups in pressure-equilibration test
	
	TP group
	COME group
	P value

	Mean Po±SD (daPa)
	305.1±41.6
	292.5±59.6
	0.49

	Mean Pc±SD (daPa)
	82.1±37.2
	70.5±20.7
	0.27

	N1 (%)
	90.0
	20.0
	<0.001

	N2 (%)
	91.0
	38.0
	<0.001

	Mean Δt±SD (s)
	0.50±0.13
	0.63±0.13
	0.004

	Mean Pr±SD (dapa)
	16.9±16.8
	99.7±46.1
	<0.001


Abbreviation: Po, opening pressure in passive ET opening; Pc, closing pressure in passive ET opening; N1, the rate of emergence of rebound wave during swallowing; N2, ET opening rate during 10 continuous swallows; Δt, duration of ET opening; Pr, residual pressure after swallowing; SD, Standard deviation. N1 and N2 presented statistically significant differences between the two groups (chi-square test, P<0.001), the Mean Δt and Mean Pr also demonstrated statistically significant difference between the two groups (independent samples T-test, P<0.05).
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