TABLE 3 Prescriptions in the NICUs
	ATC classification
	Total prescriptions
	Mcdex (version 3)
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]CNFC 2013

	
	
	Off-label prescriptions
	Reasons
	Off-label prescriptions
	Reasons

	Anti-infectives for systemic use (J)
	1716
	1238
	OL for age (n=908), indication (n=386), dose (n=166) and frequency (n=75) 
	739
	OL for indication (n=380), age (n=350), frequency (n=191) and dose (n=45)

	Blood and blood forming organs (B)
	1184
	877
	OL for indication (n=582), age (n=458), dose (n=300), and route of administration (n=34)
	733
	OL for indication (n=542), dose (n=310), age (n=284) and route of administration (n=34)

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Alimentary tract and metabolism (A)
	1145
	1144
	OL for indication (n=948), age (n=935), route of administration (n=11), dose (n=1) and frequency (n=1)
	844
	OL for age (n=678), indication (n=521), frequency (n=35), dose (n=28) and route of administration (n=11)

	Cardiovascular system (C)
	843
	835
	OL for age (n=830), indication (n=463) and dose (n=2) 
	826
	OL for age (n=715), indication (n=463), dose (n=12) and frequency (n=1)

	Nervous system (N)
	400
	357
	OL for age (n=276), indication (n=261) and dose (n=10)
	205
	OL for indication (n=183), dose (n=61), age (n=31) and frequency (n=1)

	Respiratory system (R)
	393
	338
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK5]OL for frequency (n=168), age (n=129), indication (n=65), dose (n=28) and route of administration (n=7) 
	319
	OL for frequency (n=168), age (n=97), indication (n=65), dose (n=35) and route of administration (n=7)

	Sensory organs (S)
	59
	59
	OL for age 
	56
	OL for age

	Systemic hormonal preparations, excl. sex hormones and insulins (H)
	37
	36
	OL for age (n=34), indication (n=12) and frequency (n=1)
	34
	OL for age (n=32), indication (n=12) and frequency (n=1)

	Dermatologicals (D)
	36
	36
	OL for age (n=36), dose (n=20), indications (n=5) and route of administration (n=2) 
	33
	OL for age (n=33), indications (n=25) and route of administration (n=2)

	Total 
	5813
	4920
	OL for age (n=3665), indication (n=2742), dose (n=528), frequency (n=244), and route of administration (n=54)
	3789
	[bookmark: _Hlk34059678]OL for dose (n=2276), indication (n=2207), dose (n=492), frequency (n=396), and route of administration (n=54)



