· The sustainability of alfalfa rotated croplands (RC) was tested in a semiarid area 
· Higher SOC but lower soil moisture in alfalfa pasture than continuous cropland (CC) 
· RC with plastic film mulching (PM) and fertilization (F) achieved zero loss of SOC

· RC got the same productivity as CC both under PM since the 3rd year of rotation
· Soil moisture at the upper 2 m in RC with PM restored in 9-years after conversion
