
Personages in COVID-19 pandemic struggles

Dear Editor,

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is the second pandemic after Influenza A (H1N1) for the 21st century.1 With increasing morbidity, it is emerging to become one of the worst health crises in human history.2,3 Extraordinary measures since emergence of COVID-19 has highlighted several personages with remarkable contribution in the global war waged against COVID-19.

COVID-19 alert was made by whistleblower Dr Li Wenliang on 30th December 2019. An alert on Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)-like symptoms in the index case resulted to political backlash in China. Disregard assisted the spreading of this disease though it remained confined to China. Unfortunately, Dr Li Wenliang then age 33, passed away on 7th February 2020 from the disease.4 Increasing COVID-19 virulence around Asia and Europe branded COVID-19 as Public Health Emergency of International Concern by World Health Organization. Fortunately, Avi Schiffmann, a 17-year old boy from Seattle (United States of America) launched ncov2019.live. This online platform provides up-to-date COVID-19 worldwide statistics with co-morbidity risk calculator.5 In addition, public reliance on credible medical information demands charismatic image that brings assurance. As country representatives, Dr. Anthony Fauci (United States of America), Dr. Ashley Bloomfield (New Zealand) and Dr. Noor Hisham Abdullah (Malaysia) were reputed as world’s best doctors by China Global Television Network6 because of their strategic decisions to break COVID-19 chains.

COVID-19 has reached the entire world and demands awareness to develop the emergency response plan safeguarding measures (drugs and vaccine). Though still at the beginning, the World Health Organization (WHO) has initiated its Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan against COVID-19.7 However, few years earlier, an outcry for deadly endemic was made in 2015 by Bill Gates.8 This came after seasonal outbreak of novel-coronavirus (Middle East Respiratory Syndrome: MERS and SARS) though it was manageable. Although his predictions were taken lightly, it did not deter Bill and Melinda Gates to funds to assist deprived economies, for medical research and to establish health facilities.9
Overall, communicable diseases are human struggles with elusive yet deadly enemy. The aforementioned personages made significant contribution in the war against COVID-19, together with front-line workers (public health and enforcement personnel) who first-handedly are round-the-clock with neutralizing and containing COVID-19 chains. 
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