Table 1. Responses of physicians practicing in Tehran city to knowledge questions about dental considerations in patients taking bisphosphonates in 2019

	Number
	Question
	Response choices
	Frequency (percentage)

	1
	A patient under treatment with intravenous bisphosphonates has severe toothache. What protocol should be followed?
	A. Tooth extraction
B. Analgesics and antibiotics
C. Endodontic treatment
D. Nothing
	38 (38.4 %)
(32.3 %) 32
(23.2 %) 23

(6.1 %) 6

	2
	What is the latest time for dental procedures prior to injection of bisphosphonates?
	A. One month earlier
B. Two weeks earlier
C. Two months earlier
D. One week earlier
	(20.0 %) 20
(38.0 %) 38
(38.0 %) 38
(4.0 %) 4

	3
	Do you recommend a dental checkup prior to initiation of bisphosphonate injections?

	A. Yes
B. No
C. It is not important
	(64.0 %) 64
(19.0 %) 19
(17.0 %) 17

	4
	In case of development of BRONJ following bisphosphonate injection, who would you refer the patient to?

	A. General dentist
B. Oral and maxillofacial surgeon
C. Periodontist
D. ENT specialist 

	(21.0 %) 21
(51.0 %) 51
(15.0 %) 15
(13.0 %) 13

	5
	Do you have any information regarding the treatment of BRONJ? 
	A. No
B. My information is sufficient for its treatment
C. My information is sufficient for its diagnosis and referral of patient
D. My information is not sufficient for its diagnosis and treatment.

	(35.4 %) 35
(12.1 %) 12


(15.2 %) 15




(37.4 %) 37

	6
	What is the most common clinical manifestation of BRONJ?
	A. Irregular mucosal ulceration and exposure of mandible or maxilla
B. Suppurative infection
C. Pain or swelling of the jaw
D. Paresthesia or sensation of heaviness


	(29.6 %) 29



(34.7 %) 34
(30.6 %) 30

(5.1 %) 5

	7
	Which dental procedures are the safest in patients taking bisphosphonates and do not require special considerations?
	A. Tooth extraction and dental surgery
B. Scaling and restoration of teeth
C. Endodontic treatment and endodontic surgery
D. Bone grafting and dental implantation

	(12.0 %) 12

(68.0 %) 68

(9.0 %) 9

(11.0 %) 11



	8
	Do we need to discontinue oral bisphosphonates in a patient that requires dental surgery and implant placement?

	A. Yes
B. No
C. It is not important
	(52.5 %) 52
(34.3 %) 34
(12.1 %) 12

	9
	In case of discontinuation of bisphosphonate, what protocol should be followed?

	A. It should be discontinued from 3 months before to 3 months after the surgery
B. It should be discontinued from 1 month before to 3 months after surgery
C. It should be discontinued from 2 months before to 1 month after surgery
D. It should be discontinued from 1 week before to 1 week after surgery

	(21.0 %) 21




(34.0 %) 34



(34.0 %) 34




(11.0 %) 11

	10 
	In patients with BRONJ, what medication would you prescribe in what dosage after tooth extraction?

	A. 500 mg amoxicillin 3 times a day for 3 weeks
B. 500 mg amoxicillin 3 times a day for 2 weeks
C. 500 mg amoxicillin 3 times a day for 4 weeks
D. 500 mg amoxicillin 3 times a day for 3 days
	(23.0 %) 23

(39.0 %) 39

(32.0 %) 32

(6.0 %) 6
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