TABLE 1: Baseline Characteristics of the two samples 

	Characteristics 
	Group  A (n=26)
	Group  B(n=26)
	P value

	Male: Female
	11:15
	10:16
	-

	Age (Yrs.)
	9.80 ± 2.97
	9.10±2.40
	0.42

	Age at the diagnosis (Yrs.)
	5.60±2.33
	6.37±2.60
	0.29

	respiratory rate per min
	32.15± 6.64
	32.00±5.62
	0.93

	Heart Rate (bpm)
	99.00±12.87
	97.84±9.53
	0.69

	Oxygen Saturation (%)
	95.73±  2.73
	94.00 ±4.50
	0.38

	BMI SD
	-0.81 ±  1.98
	-0.76±  1.91
	0.44

	Predicted FEV1 (%)
	64.35±12.90
	65.38±14.85
	0.79

	Predicted FVC (%)
	63.88± 9.78
	63.31±10.82
	0.84

	FEV1/FVC ratio
	79.34±11.34
	78.23±10.50
	0.54

	PEFR (%)
	67.55±14.23
	69.23±12.62
	0.76


Results are presented as mean ± SD with a 95% Confidence Interval. HS,Hypertonic saline; BMI, body mass index;FEV1, Forced Expiratory Volume in one second;FVC, Forced Vital Capacity; PEFR, Peak Expiratory Flow Rate;bpm,beats per minute 


