Dear Editor:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]We would like to submit the enclosed manuscript entitled “Response of biomass allocation strategies to plant-soil C:N:P stoichiometry in Alfalfa artificial grassland of different ages on the Mu Us Desert, China”, which we wish to be considered for publication in “LAND DEGRADATION & DEVELOPMENT”.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK198][bookmark: OLE_LINK199]In this paper, we estimated soil and plant samples from one farmland site and seven alfalfa (Medicago sativa) fields planted for 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 9 and 10 years. The aims of this study is to investigate the C:N:P stoichiometry connections between plants and soils, and their effect on the allocation of alfalfa aboveground and underground biomass. The results of this study (1) show the relationship between the stoichiometry of alfalfa and soil with planting age; (2) prove that the C:N:P stoichiometry in soils and plants were significantly correlated, especially for N:P ratio that can be used to reveal close coupling between plant and soil nutrients; (3) found that alfalfa was restricted by N in the early stage of growth, and was increasingly restricted by P in the later stage. (4) suggest that the yield of alfalfa was negatively correlated with N:P ratios, while underground biomass of alfalfa was positively correlated with N:P ratios, in order to adapt to the increasing P limit; (5) provide a more fully evidence of long-term planting of alfalfa can improve soil fertility in topsoil.
We would like to declare, on behalf of my co-authors, that the work described is an original research that has not been published previously and it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, in whole or in part. No conflict of interest exits in the submission of this manuscript, and the manuscript is approved by all authors for publication. We have provided all required supporting documentation according to the journal's Instructions to Authors.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]We deeply appreciate your consideration of our manuscript, and we look forward to receiving comments from the reviewers. If you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to contact me at the address below.
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