	Category 
	Therapies 
	Suitability for Witness Patients

	Pharmacological
	· Tranexamic acid
· Recombinant clotting factors 
· Desmopressin
· Erythropoietin
· Iron (intravenous & oral)
· Thrombopoietin mimetics
· Aprotinin
· Tissue sealants
	Generally accepted but dependent on the individuals personal beliefs.

	Autologous transfusion
	· Cell salvage: intraoperative & postoperative
· Predeposit autologous donation
· Normovolaemic haemodilution 
	Cell salvage and haemodilution can be classed as acceptable. 

Predeposit autologous donation is generally considered unacceptable.

	Operative approach & technique
	· Consider laparoscopic/endoscopic/transcatheter approaches where applicable
· Optimise vasoconstriction using medication, clamps and tourniquets as appropriate
· Utilise regional anaesthesia where appropriate 
· Utilise deliberate, controlled hypotension and hypothermia
· Utilise equipment such as harmonic scalpels and radiofrequency ablation techniques 
	Majority of these considerations will be applicable as does not utilise blood products specifically.



Table 1: Alternatives to blood transfusion. 
Potential therapeutic options available and currently advocated as alternative to blood transfusions as per current guidelines and recommendations.

