
Prevention

(Pre-operative)

1. Risk factor identification 

and modification

 Any neurosurgery, 

head and neck surgery

 Manipulation in the vicinity of 

CN V or its branches

 Young age

 Potent narcotics, CCB, β-blockers

 Hypercapnia

 Hypoxemia

 Light general anesthesia 

2. Prophylactic treatment or 

premedication

 Peribulbar block 

 Retrobulbar xylocaine

 Atropine or glycopyrrolate

 Sodium nitroprusside for PCTG

Prevention

(Intra-operative)

3. Cardiovascular monitoring  Notify anesthesiologist

4. Smooth, gentle manipulation

Treatment

5. Cessation of stimulus  Sufficient in most cases

 Wait until the reflex stops

6. Administration of vagolytic 

agents or adrenaline

 Atropine

 Epinephrine


