
Tables

Table 1. Patient Characteristics
Variable Patients (n=14)

Baseline characteristics
Mean age, y (SD) 63.4 (17.1)
Women, n (%) 4 (28.6)
White race, n (%) 10 (71.4)
Mean APACHE II Score (SD) 17.8 (6.8)
Location before ICU, n (%) 

ED 11 (78.6)
Other Hospital Ward 1 (7.1)
Other Hospital ICU 1 (7.1)
Other Hospital ER 1 (7.1)

ICU admitting diagnosis, n (%) 
Cardiovascular/ vascular 3 (21.4)
Respiratory 3 (21.4)
Neurologic 4 (28.6)
Sepsis 3 (21.4)
Hepatic 1 (7.1)

Admission Type, n (%) 
Medical 14 (100)
Surgical 0 (0)

No CPR order on ICU admission, n (%) 2 (14.3)
Status Change in ICU, n (%) 8 (57.1)
CPR at time of death, n (%) 4 (28.6)
Spiritual Beliefs, n (%) 

Roman Catholic 7 (50.0)
Christian 2 (14.3)
Lutheran 1 (7.1)
Mennonite 1 (7.1)
None 3 (21.4)

Reason or Enrollment, n (%) 
Very poor prognosis 1 (7.1)
Decision to withdraw advanced life support- 13 (92.9)

Project initiated by, n (%) 
MD 12 (85.7)
RN 2 (14.3)

Characteristics during ICU stay  
Advanced life support administered at any time in ICU,
n (% )

Mechanical Ventilation 11 (78.6)
Inotropes 9 (64.3)
Dialysis 2 (14.3)

Median duration of advanced life support, d (IQR)
Mechanical Ventilation 4 (3.5, 6.5)
Inotropes 2 (1, 7)
Dialysis 4 (3, 5)

Consultations in ICU, n (%) 
Spiritual care 6 (42.9)
Palliative care 3 (21.4)
Social work 2 (14.3)

Median Hospital Course, d (IQR)



From hospital admission to ICU admission 1 (0, 2)
From ICU admission to death 5 (3, 10)
From hospital admission to death 7.5 (3.3, 12)
From ICU admission to enrollment in 3WP 4.5 (2.3, 9)
From enrollment in 3WP to death 0.5 (0, 1)
Location of death, n (%) 

ICU 12 (85.7)
Ward 1 (7.1)
PCU 1 (7.1)



Table 2. Wishes Implemented 
Categories of Wishes, n (%) 
Facilitating Connections with family/ friends/ pets 10 (14.9)
Celebrations involving food/ beverages 7 (10.4)
Humanizing the ICU room 5 (7.5)
Humanizing the patient 1 (1.5)
Music 6 (9.0)
Family Care 9 (13.4)
Religious rituals & spiritual ceremonies 8 (11.9)
Preparations and final arrangements 9 (13.4)
Keepsakes and post mortem tributes 10 (14.9)
Organ & Tissue Donation 2 (3.0)
Paying it Forward for the 3 Wishes Project 0 (0)
Characteristics of Wishes
Patient capable of engaging in wishes, n (%) 5 (35.7)
Median wishes per patient/ family, n (IQR) 4.5 (3.3, 6.0)
Wishes/ originated by, n (%) 

Patient 7 (10.4)
Family 32 (47.8)
Staff 28 (41.8)

Implemented by, n (%) 
Family 14 (20.9)
Staff 44 (65.7)
Other 9 (13.4)

Completed, n (%) 66 (98.5)
Antemortom, n (%) 63 (94.0)
Donated, n (%) 19 (28.4)
Mean cost of wishes, $ 0.87



Table 3: Characteristics of Interview Participants 
Characteristic n (%)

Mean age, y (SD) 41.1 (14.7)
Sex

Male 2 (16.7)
Female 10 (83.3)

Median years of experience, y (IQR) 5 (4, 10.5)
Role in ICU, n (%)

Physician 1 (8.3)
Nurse 8 (66.7)
Research Coordinator 1 (8.3)
Manager 1 (8.3)
Community Worker 1 (8.3)

Role in Multidisciplinary Team, n (%)
Principal Investigator 1 (8.3)
Frontline Champion 3 (25.0)
Frontline User 4 (33.3)
Research Support 2 (16.7)
Executive Support 1 (8.3)
Community Support 1 (8.3)


