
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Works identified through 

PubMed (n = 74) 
Additional works from other sources (pre-prints 

and references of works identified through 

PubMed) (n = 1775) 

 
Figure 1. Flowchart of study selection 

Papers sorted by title and 

abstract (n = 1849) 

Papers excluded after 

analyzing the title and 

abstract (n = 1808) 

Analysis of the full text of 

the works to evaluate 

eligibility (n = 41) 

Excluded after analysis of the 

full text (n = 32) 
21 were not RCTs, 

2 did not have full text available 

1 did not evaluate drug intervention 

1 did not measure the outcomes of 

interest 

7 did not have the inclusion criteria 

Studies included in the 

qualitative analysis (n = 9) 

Studies included in the 

quantitative analysis 

(meta-analysis) (n = 9) 


