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Abstract:

The tone is very important in distinguishing words that are
spelled the same way. Since Igbo and Chinese are both tonal
languages, many words are written the same way but are
pronounced differently depending on the meaning. The speech
learning model proposed by Flege(1995) indicates that the
perceptual relationship between L1 and L2 phonological
categories is quite important in the process of second
language acquisition. Therefore, this paper adopts a
descriptive method to analyze the tone and tone marks of
both Chinese and Igbo Languages, as well as the tone
challenges faced by Igbo learners in the process of learning
Chinese language. The purpose is to understand Chinese and
Igbo tone rules; value, types and categories. The results show
that there are four basic tones in Chinese: the 1st tone (flat/
level tone), the 2™ tone (rising tone), the 3™ tone (dipping
tone), and the 4 tone (falling tone). Igbo has three tones: high
tone, low tone, and flat/mid-tone. Since there is no Chinese 3™
tone in Igbo language, Igbo learners of Chinese language find
it difficult to pronounce words with a 3™ tone. Therefore, the
Chinese 3"tone is often replaced with Igbo high tone which
results in error or misunderstanding. Specifically speaking,
this is caused by the negative transfer of mother tongue. The
results of this study can provide a reliable basis for the
Teaching of Chinese tones in Nigerian learners especially
those of Igbo origin.

Key words: Igbo language, Chinese language, Tone
marks, Challenges.
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