
Studies included in qualitative 
synthesis (n = 429) 

Records identified 
through DISCOVER 
searching, > 500 
databases (n = 33,549)

Records screened by reviewing 
titles and/or abstracts (n = 
52,735)

Records excluded (n = 48,204)

Full-text records assessed for 
eligibility (n = 4,531) 
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Preprint servers
  Authorea (n = 1,324)

   medRxiv/bioRxiv (n = 10,090)
   Preprints.org (n = 1,074)
   Research square (n = 3,983) 
   SSRN (n = 2,715)

Full-text records excluded, with 
reasons (n = 4,103)
No cardiovascular drugs = 3,282
Cardiovascular drugs not stratified by 
outcome = 383
Reviews, editorials, comments etc. = 317
Other reasons = 121

Poster identified from another 
systematic review (n = 1)

Studies included in quantitative 
synthesis (n = 390) 


