Mello, Heitor de
b Rio de Janeiro, 1876; d Rio de Janeiro, 15 Aug 1920 

Brazilian architect.

Heitor de Mello trained as an architect at the Escola Nacional de Belas Artes, Rio de Janeiro, and in 1898 he founded an office that became Rio de Janeiro’s first large planing and construction organisation. This was a period of large-scale building in that city: Mello built several warehouses (1902) in the new port; a Swiss-German style commercial building (1905), on the Avenida Central (now the Avenida Rio Branco); and the Renaissance-style Eduardo Teiler residence (1905) on the Avenida Beira-Mar.

Following the successful Exposition Universelle in Paris (1900), Rio de Janeiro adopted the Beaux-Arts style for its own national exhibition in 1908; Mello won the grand prize for his pavilion designs, but he was not asked to direct the building works. Thereafter he adopted versions of Beaux-Arts styles for all his large-scale public and private commissions in Rio, including the police station and barracks, the Jockey Club (1912), the Municipal Council, the central hospital and the Derby Club (1914); he built also the post office of Belo Horizonte, MG.

In Niterói, RJ, he built the State Government Legislative Assembly, the Palace of Justice and a teacher training college, all in the Greek Revival style. His plans for private houses, of which there are about 50, include some in the Vienna Secession style, some Tudor- and Swiss-style bungalows, and mansions in various classical styles. He was also one of the first architects to adopt the neo-colonial style, favoured by the Traditionalist Movement, that was introduced during the mid-1910s in an attempt to express a national cultural identity; he designed some houses, school buildings and two hotels (unexecuted) in this new style.

Following his death, his office continued to operate under his name, directed by Archimedes Memória (1893-1960) and Francisque Cuchet, and some later works were built to Mello’s design, for example the Chamber of Deputies (1912). Memória also took over the Chair of Architectural Composition in the Escola Nacional de Belas Artes, which Mello had held since 1912.
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