Microplastic

How does plastic get into the ocean?

Plastic Pellets

Human impact is From Industry

relatively unexplored.
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Wildlife confuse plastic

waste for food.

Plastics and adsorbed
pollutants bioaccumulate up
the food chain.

Microplastics are eaten by (and harm)
shellfish and other filter-feeders.

Consumer Products
fleece, cosmetics, packaging
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Enters the Washing Machines, Sandblasting and
ocean through: Sewars cleaning

Loss of cargo |

II"‘. (from ships)

Primary Microplastic

Pollutants adsorb
onto microplastics.

Microplastic enters the
foodchain.

Microplastic is deposited in
sediments on the seafloor.
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Litter and garbage escapage
to rivers and oceans

Plastic is broken down
to smaller pieces by
wind, waves, and solar
radiation.

Secondary Microplastic



